




Detailed Nationals Information 

Thursday, April 9 CDT 

• Essay, art, literature, and interview - 12:30-3 p.m.

The pre-competition online events will be held on April 9 at 12:30 p.m. Essay is first, followed 

immediately by art, literature, and interview. All decathletes and proctors must participate in a 

practice session some time between April 1 at 12:30 p.m. and April 8 at 5 p.m. to test their 

usernames and passwords and so USAD can confirm everyone will be able to access the testing 

site on competition day. 

All decathletes must participate in the essay, art, and literature testing on April 9. Any who do 

not participate will not be eligible to participate in the remainder of the competition. 

• Most Valuable Team Member

After students have completed the online essay, art, and literature tests, they will be prompted 

to complete a rubric to register their vote for the Most Valuable Team Member. Each member of 

the official team is eligible to vote. Votes will remain anonymous and the rubrics will be 

computer-tabulated. 

• Interview - 3-6 p.m.

Interviews will be conducted in an online Zoom room. The link will be emailed to coaches prior 

to the competition. Students should log in 10 minutes before their scheduled interview time 

and should be ready to present their competition ID number and/or photo ID if requested. 

Thursday, April 23 PDT 

• Registration -8-10 a.m. Hyatt, Grand Foyer (N. Tower)

All teams must register during this time. All decathletes must accompany their coach and show 

a photo ID (e.g. school ID, driver's license, passport, etc.) to register for the competition. 

Teams arriving before April 23rd should plan to register early Thursday morning. Please leave the 

later times for teams arriving that morning. 

The official USAD identification badges issued to students and coaches upon registration, as well 

as personal photo ID, must be worn at all times while competing. Coaches must also carry 

medical release forms for team members. 

• Welcome event- 10:15-11:45 a.m. Hyatt, Grand Ballroom (N. Tower)

All teams, coaches, and USAD representatives are invited to a welcome event. Meet and greet 

teams from all over the United States, experience a taste of Garden Grove, and jumpstart a 

memorable national competition! 
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UNITED STATES ACADEMIC DECATHLON®

National Finals – April 23–25, 2026        
 Hyatt Regency Orange County - Garden Grove, CA 

Green Blue Italic ALL CAPS RED
Team Events Volunteers BOARD/STAFF EVENT

Wednesday, April 22 

8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. NATIONALS TEAM MEETING Garden 4 (N. Tower)

3:00 – 5:00 p.m. USAD STATE DIRECTORS MEETING Garden 4 (N. Tower) 

Thursday, April 23 

8:00 – 10:00 a.m. USAD BOARD MEETING Harbor Room (N. Tower, 2nd Floor) 

8:00 – 10:00 a.m. Team & Individual Registration Grand Foyer (N. Tower) 

10:15 – 11:45 a.m. Welcome Event Grand Ballroom (N. Tower) 

 12:00 – 1:00 p.m. Mandatory Coaches Meeting 
*Coaches Only Royal A & B (S. Tower) 

12:45 - 7:00 p.m. Speech 

12:45 – 1 p.m. Judge, Timer, and Guide Registration Grand Foyer (N. Tower) 

1:00 – 2:30 p.m. 
Speech Judge Training Garden 4 (N. Tower) 

Speech Timer and Guide Training Garden 1 (N. Tower) 

2:30 – 2:45 p.m. All Speech Volunteers Hyatt Regency Orange County 
*Report to assigned rooms

3:00 – 7:00 p.m. 

Speeches 
*Decathletes check-in at least 15 minutes
before the hour (e.g. 4pm); see chart & 
schedule for rooms

Hyatt Regency Orange County 

Friday, April 24 

6:00 – 7:45 a.m. Student Breakfast Royal Ballroom (S. Tower) 

6:45 – 11:45 a.m. Testing 

7:15 – 7:30 a.m. Proctor Registration and Breakfast 



7:30 – 8:15 a.m. Orientation and Preparation Grand Ballroom (N. Tower) 

8:15 a.m. Doors Open

Grand Ballroom (N. Tower) 
*ID check with students seated and ready
to test by 8:30 a.m.

8:30 – 9:00 a.m. Economics Test

9:05 – 9:35 a.m. Social Science Test

9:40 – 10:00 a.m. Break

10:05 – 10:35 a.m. Mathematics Test

10:40 – 11:10 a.m. Science Test

11:15 – 11:45 a.m. Music Test

12:00 – 5:00 p.m. Super Quiz 

12:00 – 12:15 p.m. Proctor Registration Garden Foyer (N. Tower) 

12:15 – 12:50 p.m. Proctor Orientation Garden 4 (N. Tower) 

12:50 – 1:15 p.m. All Super Quiz Volunteers Grand Ballroom (N. Tower) 
*Report to assigned places

1:15 p.m. Doors Open for Team Seating 

Grand Ballroom (N. Tower) 1:30 – 1:45 p.m. General Seating 

2:00 – 5:00 p.m. Super Quiz and Speech Showcase 

7:00 – 9:00 p.m. Team Event Fountain Terrace

Saturday, April 25 

7:15 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Awards 

7:15 a.m. Doors Open for Team Seating 

Grand Ballroom (N. Tower) 7:30 a.m. – 8:00 a.m. General Seating 

8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Awards Ceremony 

Immediately following 
Awards Ceremony Champions Reception Garden 1 & Garden Patio (N. Tower)



Online Events: April 1-8, 2026 

April 9, 2026 

2026 Contestant Schedule 

Practice 

Art, Essay, Interview, Literature 

In-Person Events: April 23, 2026 Speech 

Practice: 

April 1-8, 2026* 

April 24, 2026 Economics, Math, Music, Science, Social Science, Super Quiz 

12:15 PM CDT Sign In 

12:30 PM CDT Essay and Objective Test Practice 

*The practice session is open from 12:30 pm on 4/1 through 5:00 pm on 4/8.

Online (CDT): 

April 9, 2026 12:15 - 2:35 PM Testing 

12:15 PM Sign In 

12:30 PM  Essay

1:35 - 2:05 PM Art 

2:10 - 2:35 PM Literature 

3:00 - 6:00 PM Interview 

In Person Competition (PDT): 

Speech April 23, 2026 

April 24, 2026 Remaining Objectives 



























Interview and Speech Format 

Interview: 

Interviews will be conducted in an on line Zoom room with two-three judges from 3-6 p.m. CST. 

The Zoom link will be emailed to coaches prior to the event. Students should log in 10 minutes 

prior to their scheduled interview time. Students should be ready to present their competition 

ID number and/or photo ID if requested. 

Speech: 

All participants will present their speeches before a panel of two-three speech judges as part of 

a group. 

Each group of up to six students will be assigned a speech room and a session start time. 

Students are required to check-in at their designated location at least fifteen minutes prior to 

the group's start time. The start time will be listed on the decathletes' competition ID. Please 

ensure all decathletes with speech times in the same one-hour block are at their designated 

location and ready to enter the room at the beginning of the hour. No late entries will be 

allowed. 

The head judge in each room will welcome the group of decathletes and show them to their 

seats prior to calling the first decathlete forward. Once a decathlete has presented both of their 

speeches, they will join the peer audience and the next decathlete will be called by the head 

judge. The group of decathletes will be released from the speech room at the end of the session 

after all have presented their speeches. 
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